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The purpose of this newsletter isto pass along information and
ideasto help the Lord's servants as they minister to others. Feel
freetouseany of it in your ministry

Perfect

Perfectionists are annoying and alittle crazy. Looking for the
perfect church makes you annoying and a little crazy as well.
Nothing's perfect in this world, not even the “perfect storm.”
Y ouwill never findthe* perfect” pair of shoes. Theshoe-people
know that. Thatiswhy therearesomany. Thisshoewill not go
withthat, and that shoewould beinappropriatefor thisoccasion.
Nothing's perfect. If itisthe perfect color, it might not be the
perfect fit. It might bejust alittle too big, or too small, or too
expensive. Thenitwould havetobebrokenin. Y ouwould have
tobreakitintofityour particular way of walkingandit might give
you ablister in the process. Then, just when you think it feels
perfect, younoticethat theheel isnowwornalittle, oritisscuffed
here and there, and — you get it —it’s not perfect.

Becausenothingisperfect, wemust makecertainaccommodations
or trade-offs. We can spend only “so” much. We have to
compromise on the color or the shape and settle for something
alittle less than perfect.

Then there is the search for the perfect church. A lot of shoe
leather hasbeenworn out onthisjourney throughthewilderness.
For somethisisthe holy grail. They arelooking for the perfect
church. They try this one and that one. This one hasthe right
doctrine, but thewrong people. That onehastheright music, but
thewrong message. Thisoneistoo big, that onetoo small, and
the one over thereistoo strange. There comesatimewhenwe
must choose.

We must buy a pair of shoes or go barefoot. We must sign the
papersand closeonthemortgage. Andif your wifewaited until
you were perfect before she agreed to marry you, she might be
anold maid by now. Sometimeswe must accept that thingsare
“perfect enough.”

God however isabsolutely perfect. And*“theLaw of theLORD
isperfect,” and God hasaperfect will (Ps. 19:7; Rom.12:2). John
chapter four talksabout a“ perfectlove.” Wearebeing perfected.
Perfect for the Christian, isastate of health. Itisbeing whole,
being healthy, and holy. Perfect is being where you should be
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in your “growth spurt,” your “learning-curve,” or (as
according to Romans 12) in the process of being
“transformed.”

“ All Scriptureisgivenbyinspirationof God, andisprofitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (2Tim. 3:17)

Perfectionisaprocess, andweareinthemiddleof it. When
we" present ourselvesaliving sacrificeunto God,” then, no
matter how hard or hot or hurtful thingsare, weknow that we
are being transformed into the likeness of God’'s Son. The
word of the LORD is perfect assilver that ispurified seven
times(Ps. 12:6). Wearenot purchased with silver and gold,
but sanctificationinvolvesgetting thelead out. Itisnot until
weclimbuponasacrificial altar that wearelikely tofind that
which is the “ good, and acceptable, and perfect will of
God.” That'sperfect.

(Si ngi NQg-continued from back page)

When coal miners went into the dangerous labyrinth of
tunnel sthey often took acaged and singing canary. Should
the little bird stop singing, take care. Aslong asthe little
creaturewasactiveand singing, all waswell. Somefoul air,
poisoned gas, some evil breath could quickly overcomethe
strongest miner and take hislife away. When achurch or a
Christianstopssinging, somethingisawfully wrong. Get out
of that placequickly. Findthefresher air of heaven. Findthe
breath of Pentecost. Sing again. g

Perfect Pitch

Concert AinEnglandis455Hz

But here four-forty (440) iswhat it's supposed to be
Somewould makeit higher, four hundred sixty one
Seems perfect is not perfect, at least it seemsfor some

Only GodisPerfect, in pitch, inlight, inall

God aone can tune aheart, broken in the fall

He turns the key and tightens strings, stretched across
our hearts

And preparesin prayer the humble soul before the
worship starts -id




Sometimes| Feel LikeDancing

[1Sam.6:14

There are those who like to find verses on
their way to the vineyard to support what
they call their “moderate drinking.” They
can quickly turn up pages and make a path
to certain “proof texts,” while they pour
themselvesadrink. There are those who
would never think toimitate Jesussaveinhis
winedrinking. “ Jesusdrank wine,” they say.
But beforeweuncork thebottleinthisgodliess
world, and offer atoast or satisfy ataste, let
usconsider how easily our old human nature
can become intoxicated with such a carna
things. Many havetaken Paul’ sprescription
for Timothy’ sstomach ailmentsand madeit
theirownmedicine. Better, said Paul,that we
drink of the Spirit than become drunk with
wine,

“David danced.” This too has become a
“proof text” and amantrato thosewho love
the matinee. David never danced like we
dance. David never danced for anyone but
God. That | singintheshower doesnot make
measinger. Thereisatimeto mourn, says
theBible, andatimetodance. Thisspiritual
dancing is different. This was spiritual
spontaneity, not a night at the ballet. The
ballet haditshirthinthe passionsof wealthy
Frenchdecadence. Ithadashameful nativity.
Better had it been stillborn. It wasan art of
sensuality, not spirituality. Itismoreflesh
than Spirit.

“ andwhenthedaughter of thesaidHerodias
came in, and danced, and pleased Herod
and them that sat with him, the king said
unto the damsel, Ask of mewhatsoever thou
wilt,and | will giveitthee” (Mk.6:22). With
that John the Baptist lost his head to a
dancinggirl. Hewasnot thefirst preacher to
doso, norwill hebethelast. Herod, choosing
rather tolosehissoul thanlosehisface, gave
theawful order.

When the Prodigal came home, yes there
was“musicanddancing” (Lk. 15:25), butthis
was no American Bandstand; neither wasit
thebeginning of the Shakerswho built afaith
around a feeling, nor was it entertainment
and a“ministry tothelost.” If seeing Jesus
die on the cross is not enough to save the
world, al your dancing isin vain. No, the
dancingof David and of thewel comed home
prodigal wasuncontainedjoy, nothingmore,

nothing less. | am not suggesting that we
publish alist of illegal activities or become
Pharisees or the Taliban. Do what you will.
All things are lawful, but all things are not
expedient. Not too long ago, aweak church
wasaskingif itwas alright for aChristianto
dance. Now weareaskingifitisalrightfora
Christian to dancein Church.

There is a “first position” in most dances.
Peoplewant to know, what ismy position? |
cannot say that | will never dance in the
church. | may— should the Lord so ever
movemy heartasHedidthelamemaninActs
who set about to leaping and praising God.
Andthen| would, nodoubt, look morelikea
fool than David —or than some practiced
professional —and | will say with David, “It
was before the Lord.” If you must dance,
go—go and dance before the Lord. Then
comeback whenyouaredone. If wecan pray
in secret, surely we can dance aswell. But
please, do not dance for me. You may just
block my view of God' sGlory.

We have come along way from the days of
the early church when the “first position”
was not the beginning of adance, but rather
the posture of a saint upon his knees in
prayer. My position? It is one on bended
knee praying for aholy heaven-sent revival.
If one should come and sweep across my
heart, my outward body may be still, but to
Godand for God aoneto see, | would not be
surprised if my soul and spirit should
suddenly set about to dancing. g

Sometimes| Feel LikeSinging

He appointed singers. Jehoshaphat was
about to go into battle against the M oabites
and the Ammonites. When hefirst heard of
the impending invasion and battle the Bible
says that he was afraid. Then something
happened. Faith replaced fear and now
Jehoshaphat assigns singers and sets them
in array like Wellington's horse cavalry.
Singers out front, this is a strange strategy
for an army. They don't teach this at West
Point. 2Chron. 20:21. Herel canlearn a
lessonfor life-sing. Makesureyouareclose
enough to God to hear the music and then
sing. Nothing evil can penetrate the song.
No battering ram, no fiery dart, no frontal or
flanking movement can break a faith that
sings. (cont. pgl)
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Free Singing L esson

TheWhy-

. Ps. 13:6 - Because he hath dealt
bountifully with me

. Ps.92:1—itisgood for you

. TheHow

. Ps. 47:7 with understanding
(1Cor. 14:6-15)
. Ps.81:1aoud,joyfully
. Ps.101:1- balanced, “mercy and
judgment”
. Ps.105:2—-Sing psalmsunto him

. Ps. 147:7 with Thanksgiving
. TheWhere-

. Ps. 108:3 Among the nations
. Ps. 137:4—eveninastrange land and
in captivity
. Ps. 149:1in the congregation of His
saints

Ps. 149:5 Upon their beds (of afflic

tion?)

TheWhat

. Ps.20:13— wewill sing and praise
thy power

. Ps. 30:4 —givethanks at theremem
brance of His holiness

. Ps.51:14 sing of thy righteousness

. Ps.57:7-11 mercy and truth

. Ps.66:5- of theworksof God
. Ps. 67:4—Thou wilt judge the people

righteously
. Ps. 68:4—of hisname JAH
. Ps.96:8- Giveuntothe LORD the
glory that isdue Him
Ps. 138:5- “ of theways of the LORD”
NAS
Ps. 144:9 anew song— prayers (of
faithful optimism, hope and
expectation)
TheWhen

Ps. 59:16 —inthemorning
Ps. 104:33- aslong as| live
Ps. 61:8—forever
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