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The purpose of this newsletter is to pass along information
and ideas to help the Lord's servants as they minister to
others. Feel free to use any of it in your ministry

FIRST

Mary drank in every word as she sat at Jesus' feet
Martha fumed within her heart as she thought
of bread and meat
One has chosen the better part and from the Master
learned
that life and resurrection and grace cannot be earned

To serve and care is needed, the children put to bed
But first things first in worship they must be washed
and fed

Mary sat and gazed at Him and loved the Son eternal

Outward beauty was outshined by the one that was
internal

She had meat to eat they knew not of and so her heart
wasfilled

Just being in His presence, she was happy, she was
thrilled

So may | learn from Mary where each happy day
should start

May | bow before my Savior and gather for my heart

The bread that comes from heaven and find in it the
power

I'll need to do the "Martha work" hour after hour.

One Church

Forget about denominations- there are basically three kinds of
churches. There is what | call the Mary Church, the Martha
Church, andtheL azarusChurch. Believersgenerally seek out one
kind over another.

Somelook for theMary Churchwhich majorsontheMessage. In
theMary Church peoplearealwayssittingwithopenBibles. They
look forward to the next study. They loveto learn, they loveto
listen.
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Othersonly want the Martha Church wherethe emphasisis on
what they call Ministry. These churchesareaflurry and buzz of
activity. Therearebusministries, singleministries, Prime-Timers,
calling programs, dinners, socials, and social services. Today
Mary will probably be found sitting in some large congregation
withanopenBibleonher lap. Martha, ontheother hand, will most
likely befoundintheChurchkitcheninsoap sudsuptoher elbows.
TheMarthaChurchisall activity. Thosewho belongtoaMartha
Church needtheir Day-Timer ™ asmuch astheir Bible because
they livewith afull calendar.

Then there are those who look for the Miracles and the Lazarus
Church. They won't attend any other kind. They want to see
many come forth from thetomb. They want to see souls saved.
They want to see the power of God quickenthedead. They are
ready to"loose" Lazarusaswell asroll thestoneaway. They look
forlifeand loveit.

TheMary ChurchistheChur ch beforetheWor d- (It bowsbefore
the message)

TheMartha Church istheChurch beforetheWork (It bends
beneath the ministry)

TheL azarusChurchistheChurch beforetheWorld (It bears
witness beside the miracle)

Beforewebegin an argument about which isthegreatest, let me
point out that Jesus said heloved them all. They werefamily. If
anything, thechurch isafamily. Wearesupposedtoberelatives
notrivals. I'mafraidthisisnot theway things havebeenever since
theearly church beganto quibble, and quarrel withonesaying “I

amof Paul” andanother of Apollosandanother of Cephas.  We
are supposed to "Arise and go to [the same] Father" Lk. 15. It
would bewonderful if the Mary types, Marthatypesand Lasarus
typeswould live together as brothers and sisters under the same
roof of faith. Thekey isnottolook for Martha, or for Mary, or for
Lazarus, but for Jesus.

“Where two or three are gathered together in my
nametheream | in the midst of them.”
Matt. 18:20.
Don’tworry about the*twoor three” look for Him.
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Martha, Martha

WhentheLord hasto call your name
twiceyoucanbesurethereisaproblem
somewhere. Thisisnot Godcallingthe
child Samuel. Martha should have
known better. Shehadalready metthe
Magter. | canonlyimaginethis“Martha,
Martha’ wasaccompaniedwithadight
shakingof theheadindisapprova dong
with a pained look when spoken by
Christ. 1I’'m sure God has shaken his
head many times at the sight of my
mannersand my methods. Therehave
beentimeswhen| too called out, like
Martha, for“help” (LK. 10:40) feeling
“done’ inthekitchen.

Beforewearetoo hard on Marthawe
shouldremember that theBiblesaysit
was* her house.” Many whoarequick
tocriticizeher havenever openedtheir
houseasaplacewhereChrist canteach.
We must thank God for her and her
many sisterswhoaregiventohospital-
ity. Don'tforget Lydiawhofirstopened
her heart, thenher home, andthen saw
Godopenall of Europe. TheWestern
Churchowesadebt of gratitudetothis
womanwho opened her doorsand our
worldtoChrist.

Y et many asister (andbrother) sumble
onthevery samecrackinthesidewalk
asMartha. No sooner do they invite
Christ(Lk. 10:38)intotheir lives, when
nextwefindtheminthechurchkitchen,
or nursery, choir loft, or in the lobby
polishingthemirror. They aresittingon
thiscommitteeor onthat, headingthe
V acation Bible School, Mother’ sday
out program,andsinging inatrio. They
aresewingcostumesfor theChristmas
play, and coll ecting canned goodsfor
the needy. Not to be out-done by
Martha, she chairs the ladies aid or
woman’ smissionary society, andal too

oftenis overworked, resentful, busy,
exhausted, complaining, sulking, dis-
couraged, overwhelmed crying“help
me” (Lk. 10:40). | thought thesongsays
“ThereisJoyinServingJesus.” What
wentwrong?

Theword Jesusused in hisgentlere-
buke was “cumbered about” which
meansbeing“carriedaway.” Becare-
ful, thereisanundertow notfar fromthe
shoreof Christianservice. Just asun-
suspectingswimmersarecaught upand
carried away by the unseen current,
many aminister hasbeencarried away
with*his’ ministry andendedup, if not
lost at sea, at least miles down the
beach, far from Christ. Marthawas
moreabsorbedinher muffinsthaninthe
Master. Perhgpsshewasfamousinand
around Bethany for her baking (pardon
my imagination). Perhaps she had a
reputation to protect. But just like
Martha, many apreacher hasbeen so
concerned about his “message”’ and
“minigtry” tothepointof becoming* anx-
iousandtroubled about many things.”
Martha, Martha, it doesn’t haveto be
thatway.

1. Keep the Main thingtheMain
Thing. The“many things’ becomea
problemonly whenthemainthingisno
longer themain thing. Worship must
alwaysbefirst. Themainthingisnota
thingatall;itisaperson. ItisChrist.

2. TakeHisWord (v.39). If yougo
intothekitchen, takehiswordwithyou,
anddon'tleavehomewithoutit. “Faith
comesby hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.” His word is more
importantthanany work. Servantsmust
begintheday withgettingtheMaster's
instructions. Remember Peter fishing
withoutChrist?Hecaught nothing. But
Christ'sword madeaneasy goof it.

3. Listentoyourself. That'sright,
listentoyou. Doyouusefoolishwords
like*“my” ministry? Y our speech be-
traysyou. Doyoufindyourself com-
plainingabout“ churchwork” or other
believers? Doyoufindyourself criti-
cizing others? Do you feel you are
“done” inthekitchen, andresentingit?
If youfeel done,youneedtofindHim
again. Sit at Hisfeet. Bewith Him.
WorshipHimandenjoy thewonder of
Hispresence.

4. Remember, it isHiswork. His
yokeiseasy. Whenitistimetotakethe
yoke, noticethereisoneplacefor your
neck and another placefor onewhois
greater thanany load. Marthadid not
needMary tohel pwiththework, “bid
her thereforethat shehelpme,” she
needed Jesusto empower her.

ObeyyeWind

Obey ye wind
Obey ye wave
Each order that
The Master gave

His word the Storm
Stillsand becalms
Likeababy in

Its mother’s arms

Thetroubled sea
Without complaint
Bows at his feet
Likea watery saint

May | aso

His word obey
And bow beneath
His will today
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