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he Story of the Prodigal son isastory of Grace. The son
cameto hissenses. Hewas broken. Heishumbled by his
sin. Hewasrepentant. Histhoughts turned to hisfather and
to hisfather’ shouse. “1 havesinned,” Hereisathebeginning
of anew creation. | am not worthy, woe— He hit the nail on
thehead. “Makeme,” hesaid. Hereareall theingredients
for amiracle of grace. He tacks“works’ on the end, just in
case.

Religion does this often. “Make me as one of thy hired
servants.” Religionisquick to processthat applicationinthe
church human resources department and “put us to work.”
We'vegot “hired” servants everywhere cleaning bathrooms,
teaching Sunday School, serving on the Board of Elders.
Their pay check is the assurance that they are somehow
“paying” Godback for their bad behavior, or provingthat they
are worthy.

The Prodigal would have gladly taken a place in the “bunk
house.” In the pig sty he realized how much better off his
father’s servants were than he. He would gladly go to work
for his dad and have “enough to eat.”

Theproblemwith al thisisit fliesintheface of grace. Grace
isfree. Thereisno“fing” printinthearticlesof surrender. A
broken hearted sinner who humbly turns for homeisall that
is necessary. We provide the sinner, and God provides the
salvation.

Watchthefather. Hedoesnot givehissonthe* coldtreatment.”
We give the cold shoulder to those who have hurt or
disappointed us. If they come back wewant them to “ suffer”
some. Afteral, they caused uspain, now wewantto* rubtheir
noseinit, just alittle” Man’'sloveisnot only conditional, it
isvery conditional. Soisreligion.

“Welcome, home,” we say “but if you want to hang around
here, now you have to be like one of the hired servants.”
“Now you haveto, pay your dues.” Wethen hand them alist
of thingsthat they must doto be* accepted” into God' sfamily
(or into our fellowship, which in our mind isthe samething).
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You must be baptized, sign the church creed and annual
pledge card. You must enroll in this, and join that. “On
Tuesday wehavean AA meeting for sinnerssuch asyourself.”
“Oh yes, since you now work for us, we will be taking ten
percent out of your pay check.” Consider it Union dues. The
listschurcheshavedrafted areendless. Theseareall conditions
of acceptance or of fellowship. Our men wear coats and ties,
and our ladieswear hats. “I1f youdon't likethat, youmight try
thefarm downtheroad. | hear they are hiring; but if youwant
to be “one of us..,”and so it goes

| know that when we are in the pig pen, or on the operating
table, or bobbing up and down in shark infested waters, we
may be willing to “do” anything to be saved, but that is not
how Grace works. Before throwing the life-preserver God
does not ask “are you realy, redly sorry- enough to do
whatever | ask from now on?’ (This, by the way, is not
Biblical repentance either).

The Prodigal never even made it home, before the Father
rushed to hug and kiss him. 1n 1077 Henry IV was made to
stand for three days barefoot in the snow at Canossa by Pope
Gregory theV I1- beforethemonarchwasgranted an audience.
We do not have to stand barefoot in the snow. We have but
to stand as a broken sinner beneath the crucified Christ.
(Moseswas asked to remove his shoes, not as a punishment,
but, because he did not realize he was stepping into a holy
place.) Whenweseethework Jesusdidthereonthecrossfor
us, and hear the words He uttered- there will be no talk of
putting your stuff in the bunk house. Therewill be no talk of
“working of the bill” to settle accounts, as if our “washing
dishes’ will pay for the expense of killing thefatted calf. No,
we are sons- ourselves unworthy- but knowing the Jesus has
paid it al.

But, what about service? What about good works? Shouldthe
prodigal ever read hisBiblehewill discover weare not saved
by good works, but for good works. “Let your light so shine
before men that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father which isin heaven.” The amazing thing about
graceis, it really works. -



Man who Almost Joined
the Church

“ Good Master, what must | dotoinherit
eternal life?” Matt. 19:16

Every religion, church, denomination
and cultisbuiltaroundtheanswer tothis
guestion. “What must | do to inherit
eternal life.”

The pyramids of Egypt were man’'s
attempt to answer it. Pharaoh spent his
life on earth getting for what he thought
to be the next and eternal life.

Many a religion is simply another
pyramid scheme to meet someone's
desire to fulfill the “what must | do.”

The rich young ruler, like many, were
seeking a guarantee for eternity. Heis
the picture of every pastor or preacher’s
dream. Hewasa" seeker.” Today every
“Seeker Friendly” church would
welcome him with open arms. Jesus
sent him away “sorrowing.” This
perplexed the disciples. Today the
“ AssimilationPastor” at thelocal mega-
church or the struggling pastor at the
dying Faithful Remnant Church would
be sorrowing as well.

| remember going fishing with anuncle.
| got excited when the line went “taut.”
| was beside myself when thefish broke
thewater and was hoisted into the boat.
Then my uncle, (with one foot holding
the fish still) removed the hook and

threw it back into the water. It was not
big enough, he explained.

The rich young ruler was not the “fish
that got away, hewasthe* fish that Jesus
threw back into the water.”

Our churchesarefilledwithfishthat are
not ready, fish that Jesus would have
slipped back into the lake.

What a fish Jesus pulled in that day!
What acatch, arichyoung ruler. There
are many reasons why he would have
been given the “Right hand of
Fellowship” in our own churches.

1. Hewasyoung. Wehaveenoughold
people around here. The future of the
churchiswith theyoung. Preacher, we
need to do something to attract young
people. Fun and games with a little
Bibledlippedin beforethey know it, but
let's do whatever it takes to get young
people. The rich young ruler was a
catch.

2.Hewasrich. TheHoly Spirit madea
point to call him “very” rich (Mk. 10).
We have enough poor people, thank
you. We have enough people looking
for a hand-out. Besides, the disciples
might have thought “the last time we
had to pay taxes, we had to take a coin
out of afishesmouth.” Hereissomeone
who could help us with the “bottom
line” or to help us write a budget.

3. Hewasaruler. The problem with
our church is we don't have leaders.

Some people read the Bible and are
confused about “election.”
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[t's really very simple. | vote for
God each Sunday.

id

Thisfellow isaborn leader. We could
put him in charge of the men’'s study
classand teach men how to beleadersin
the home.

4. Hewasenthusiastic
TheBiblesayshe“ran.” Weneed some
moreenthusiasmaround here. Signhim

up.

5. Hewasinterestedin spiritual things.
Hewantsto talk about eternal life. That
israre.

6. Heisaman. Our churchesareall
filled with women. (not that there is
anythingwrongwiththesi sters) weneed
some more men.

So why was he not ready? Why did the
Lord “dlip him back into the water.”
The answer was, he had no idea he was
a sinner. Jesus’ “keep the
commandments,” was met with “been
there, donethat.” He asked what “lack
| yet?

In order for salvation to take place, two
thingsare necessary. First an Almighty
God (the Lord Jesus) and second, a
sinner. The rich young ruler did not
think he was a sinner and he was under
the illusion that he was good. “Only
God isgood,” said Jesus.

| grew upinachurchthat wasfilledwith
unsaved Rich Young Rulers. These
daysl amseeingmoreand morechurches
liketheonel grew upin.

We are not out to “reach” youth, or
yuppies, or men or women. Jesus sent
ustofind “sinners’ and bring them to
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