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The purpose of this newsletter is to pass along information and
ideas to help the Lord's servants as they minister to others.
Feel free to use any of it in your ministry

The Ninth in Symphony

Itisthesmallest of al theletters. Itisthe” runt of thelitter.”
Itisthelittleletter“i.” Likemostintheal phabet, it hasgreat
potential. Itusually getsalong and playswell with others.
It ismost often found bringing consonants closer together
and helping others to make sense or to sound good. Itis
small, butitisnotinsignificant. Althoughonly oneof five
vowels, only italongwiththe*a’ isabletostandonitsown.
Itisthe most independent of all thecharacters. It always
becomes larger when it is alone. When it is by itself,
perhapsbecauseitissosmall, or perhapsbecause someone
was afraid that it would be overlooked, if left inthe lower
case, it always becomes a capital when separated from
others. And whilethe“i” appearsto lose its head when
capitalized, and it suddenly becomes larger than other
letters, it is only obeying the rules of English grammar.
There standing like a Corinthian column when wearing its
serif, or like an Egyptian obelisk rising above the average
|etter when standing erect, it someti mes, whenin script and
inflourish, resemblesayacht under full sail, leaning withthe
wind. Those who knew the letter “i” when it was just a
“yota’ inKoineGreek know thatthe“i” isall ego. Socrates
encouraged usto know it, and weknow it all toowell. Itis
not found in Good, but it isalwaysfound in Evil. Thatis
becauseitisalsofoundin Sn. Andyes, if welook, wecan
finditintheBible. Thereishopehowever. Thereisaso
aplaceforitinfaith, but best of all, thereisroomin Christ
aswell. Thatiswherel wanttobe. Todoso, | must humble
myself and remain so, if | would wish to stay in Him.
Thereforemay “1” remember that “i” isnot thefirst or the
last; itistheninth. “1” would asodowell toremember that
itisneither the Alphaor the Omega. Inthat regard, there
isonly roomfor onewhoisboththebeginning and theend.
That one aloneiscaled the WORD. May every lifeand
letter bow before Him. Why, you may ask? Because the
meaning of lifein not found in U or I, which are nothing

without the WORD. He aloneisthe great “I AM.” -
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Him

“Wheretwo or threearegatheredtogether inmy name, there
am| in the midst of them.”  Matt. 18:20

Where- That’ sthe Place of God
Two or Three- That’ s the Grace of God
Theream| — That’ s the Face of God

Itisimportant tofind thePlace. Theplaceweworshipisnot
onthiscorner or onthat. Theright placeisnot “our” church
or chapel building. Theplaceisaspiritual placeanditcanonly
be found by those who have the right spirit. “ The hour
commeth, and nowis, whenthetruewor shipersshall wor ship
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such
to worship him.” Jn. 4:23

[tisimportanttoknowtheGraceof God. Thechurchispure
grace. That any of us are included in the “two or three” is
astonishing. Itisamazing, amazing grace. And thefact that
we, being so different, and so diverse are “together” iseven
moreamiracle.

[tisimportant toseetheFaceof God. “Thereaml,” said Jesus.
Heistheonewelook for. If heisnot present, if heisnot there,
wehave something lessthanthechurch. Without thisone*“1”
inour midst weareleft withjust“us’ or asit seemstoday, “us
andthem.” Wearenothing, you are nothing, without him. If
heisnot in our “midst” the churchisjust a“mist.”

ALL | HAVE IS NOW

Although we're sons, we're servants
Asour LORD himself did show
Andnolifewase€ er asbrilliant
Asthe one He lived below

Although we'refreefor eternity
Beforehiswill webow

He gave us so much in charity
Theleast we can giveisNOW.




Candles

Every man is an unlit taper until he is
ignited by the Spirit of Godthroughfaith
in Christ. The tripartite nature of man
consistsof body, soul, and spirit. Weare
al familiar with the body part of man,
anditismost easily seenasatabernacle.
But man also has an inner court of the
soul, where the white robed priests of
mind, will and emotion perform their
sacred duties to life. They think, they
feel, they choose. Thenthereisathird
part, an inner sanctum, a place where
Godissupposedto be; but until amanis
bornagain,itisanempty place. Without
God the Holy of Holies in Israel’s
tabernacle was dark. There was an
awesome phenomenon known as the
Shekinah Glory that filled it with an
unearthly light. It was the flaming
energy of God's presence.

Thespirit of manexistswithout God, but
itislikeacandlewithout aflame. Itisin
theNew Birththat onesuddenly exclaims
that now they “seethelight.” Solomon
spokeof thisinProv. 20:27“ Thespirit of
manisthecandleof theL ORD, searching
al theinwardsof thebelly.” Itisnot until
thetaper islit that man getsagood |ook
at himself. Without God and the new
birth man is groping in the dark, or at
best, like a bat in a cave flying about
relyingonanechofromsoundsgenerated
from himself which bounce back from
his environment. With the new birth a
man’ slifeissuddenly floodedwithlight,
alight from above and then, by grace, a
light that burnswithin.

“Who hath delivered usfrom the power
of darkness, and hath translated us into
thekingdom of hisdear Son.” Col. 1:13

Jn. 8:12 Jesus said “1 am thelight of the
world, he that followeth me shall not
walk indarkness, but shall havethelight
of life.” Youdon'thavetobeinthedark,
you don’t have to grope and feel your
way through life.

Jesus gave awarning to thosewho lived
in, became accustomed to, and loved
darkness that they were in danger of
missing the sunrise of hisincarnation.
Hesaid“ Y etalittlewhileisthelight with
you; Walk while ye have the light, lest
darkness come upon you; for he that
walketh in darkness knoweth not wither
hegoeth. Whileyehavelight, believein
the light, that ye may be the children of
light.” Jn. 12:35-36. Believing in this
light, iswhatignitesthetaper inthespirit
of man. Itisthenew creation that begins
when God calls out to your darkness,
“Let there be light.”

God lights us, sets us on fire, and
illuminatesusfor apurpose. Mendo not
light a candle and put it under a bushel,
but on a candle stick that it might give
light to all that are in the house. Matt.
515

We are like candles, al of humanity,
somearetall andtapered, someareshort
and stout, some are colored, some are
not. Someareintricately and beautifully
designed and formed. Some are in
expensive candelabras or of exquisite
taste, some are in the mouth of a bottle-
but until amanisbornagain- heisinthe
dark- never being what he was meant to
be. Hemust bebornagain. Somepulpits
havetrained menin paraffin, butthey too
await the spark of heaven. Thisspark is
theHoly Ghost. ItistheSpiritthatignites
man’ sspirit. Rom. 8:16“ Thespirititself
beareth witness with our spirit that we
are the children of God.”

Jesussaid of John“Hewasaburning and
ashining light” Jn. 5:35. John said of
himself that hewasnot thelight, but only
a witness to that light- in other words,
Jesusisthe Sun, that firein the heavens.
L et himtouchthetaper of your spirit-and
come alive with a trembling flame of
energy that begins to dance within the
veil inwhat is called the new life.

A wick isflexible and soft. Don’'t be
hard. A wick of itself doesnot burn, and
should it be touched by firewheniit is
dry, it would quickly become a cinder
(like so many false professions). Like
thoseintheholy tabernacle, it must sitin
apool of pureolive oil, soaked with an
element more precious than itself, and
then, only then it becomes a conduit
upon the end of which a flame may
dance and burn. It does not scream, it
does not yell, it does not strive- it does
not even call attention to itself- it just
illuminates- ShineJesus Shine!

Mt. 12:20 “ A bruised reed he doth not
break, a smoking flax he doth not quench.”
His gentleness hath made me great. (Ps.
18:35).

On Candlesticks
(Mt.5:16)

Although it standsin Silver

or isheld up high by Gold
our lifeis an empty salver
like some candle, dark and cold

Although we have the paraffin
and are awesome works of wax
Flesh and blood and breath within
our dreams and hopes are flax

Something elseismissing here,

‘though a thread runs through our core,

we have much, and yet somehow we fear,
surely there must be more.

Then came Christ, Himself the light,
who alone can make the taper bright,
and set the flax of faith onfire

Y es, weweremadefor something higher
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