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A Walk through a Forest 1

In the cool of the day

Haveyouever takenawalkinanancientforest? Haveyouever
felt you werewalking where no one had ever walked before?
Did you find yourself taking care with each step feeling you
werewalking on holy ground? Haveyou ever, found yourself
almost speaking in awhisper inthewoods afraid to disturb an
almost sacred silence that seemed to clothed the air with
majesty? Have you ever stood with head bent back gazing up
at avaulted green canopy atop a colonnade of pine treesand
felt you were standing in a hushed cathedral ?

Haveyou ever smelled the scent of fresh cut timber or enjoyed
the warmth of acamp fire complements of the pul py meat of
atree? Have you ever run your hand across a sanded and
varnished piece of oak or looked into the richness of a
rosewood panel?

Haveyou ever watched thetreessway inthewind onthebrink
of winter, or witnessed the spectacle of spring unfold before
your eyes?
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Eric Sloan wrote abook entitled A Reverence for Wood. In
it he described the properties of different kinds of wood and
explained their many usesthroughout theyearsfor the benefit
of mankind. Each wood is suited for a specific use. He
beautifully explained how old time craftsmen would make a
wagon out of adozen different varietiesof wood. Onetypefor
the spokes another for thewheel. One kind would serve well
for the chassisand another would be best if used asa sedt, etc.
After reading such abook, one could understand his seeming
reverence for wood.

We reserve our reverence for only one. We reverence the
maker of the wood, we reverence the God of creation and not
creation itself. The Christian can come into the forest and
appreciate, not only the gift, but also the giver.

Not everyone appreciates the pristine beauty of the forest.
Some are careless and litter the landscape. Some leave their
awful mark on the environment and spoil theland.  Some
needlessly damage the life and tranquility. Others would
ravage the timber with adangerousirresponsibility and reck-
lessnessnot realizing that “ unto whommuchisgiven, muchis
required.”
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Itiswithadeep reverencethat we approach the eternal word
of God. We redlize that it has been given to us as a gift of
heaven. It is more useful to man than all the forests of the
world. It isthe very word of God and contains benefits too
numerableto mention.

Therewould besevera waystostudy aforest. Oneway would
be to come with a magnifying glass and study the aphids
milking the leaves of a tree. Another way would be to
catal oguethedifferent speciesof plantsthat grew sideby side.
Another would beusethefive senses: tolistento the soundsof
the forest or describe the smellsor feel the bark.

Another way to study aforest would beto cut atree down and
examinetherings. Their number wouldtell youhow olditwas
whiletheir thicknesswoul d describethegrowth of aparticular
year. Scarswould attest to damage from a fire or bout with
some disease.

Oneafternoonintheforest would not dojusticetodiscovering
what a forest actually was; but if one came each day and
observed the change of seasonsthey would havebetter insight
into the cycleof life.
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My point is that there are many different ways to approach
something. Even when we have observed the“what” we till
must discover the “why.”

Thestudy of theBibleisa soastudy of alivingthing. Onecan
approach it from many directions. It can be studied close up
oneleaf at atime. It can be studied from adistance. And as
onemight watchtheloggersremovechoicetimber andinquire
astotheir intentions, onemight look for those most useful and
utilitarian timbers of eternal truths and ask “what would God
have meto learn from this or build from that.”

A forestisadefined areaof lifewhich providesahomefor some
creaturesand containsaninnumerableweal th of resourcesfor
products for the benefit of mankind. Its contribution is
sometimes obvious like a oak desk or a cedar chest or subtle
likethe Carbon dioxide siphoned fromtheair, and the oxygen
manufactured.

What must it have been like for Adam, the first man, to walk
in the virgin forests of paradise? Who can imagine the
marvel ous discoveries he made each day. What must it have
beenlikeat theend of each day totell God all thethingshehad
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seen? Adammust havebeenlikeachild on Christmasmorning
unwrapping all thewonderful gifts of creation. We can only
imagine.

Y et just as Adam was able to explore Eden each day, we have
a paradise of words and wonders. We have the Bible, a gift
fromheaven. Wheredowebegin? How shall westudy it? Can
westudy itwithoutitlosingitswonder? Canweenjoy itsfruits
without trampling the sacredness of its ground? Can we
understand the spiritual eco-system of holy things? The
answer is"yes."
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2

“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose
under heaven.”

Time

Thereareseveral waystostudy theforest fromtheperspective
of time. The first isto watch the quiet explosion of spring.
Budsof green are heraldsto the coming blossom or leaf. The
naked winter is forgotten and the world is clothed in a
chlorophyll green. Theleavessway inthebreezeand play in
the sun through the summer season. Thenin akind of grand
finaleof colors, inbrilliant huesof gold and crimson they take
abow just beforethe cold curtain of winter comesdown once
more.

One could watch a shoot burst from the forest floor and
become a seedling. Its progress could be monitored and its
growth measured. Itslife could be traced from beginning to
end until it was fully matured and ready for some special
purpose.
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A great titan of the earth could be cut and every ring counted
and every grain observed and admired. Great effort could be
madetogetittothemill whereitistransformedinto something
of greater use for man, being careful that nothing is wasted.

Therearedifferentwaystoconsider aforestinrelationtotime.
Sotoo, theBibleand itstruthscan beapproached assomething
livingintherealmof time. A truthfirst discovered asaseed can
bewatched asit growsinto amonarch. The sonsof Adamand
daughters of Eve can be studied asthey go through the cycle
of seasons of their lives. The rings of character can be
examined asremindersand memorial sto the consequences of
choicesmade. Acornscan beseen becoming mighty oak trees
or mighty oak treescanbecomesick anddie. Timeisthestage
upon which living is acted out. Time is also a dimension
through which to study God’s Word.

“Inthebeginning God” sotheBiblebegins. Itisasif thesun
has arisen for the first timeto melt the darkness. The curtain
suddenly comesup and the actors of revel ation beginto speak
their lines. The Bibleis afascinating story and a dramathe
unfolds before our eyes. Beforeuswewill seefaith and hope
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fall onitsfacethevictimof evil andintrigue. Truthanderror,
light and darkness cross swords and do battle through the
centuries. Anancient promise of adeliverer and championis
fulfilled with the coming of God himself born in an obscure
village called Bethlehem. This Captain of Salvation was set
upon by the forces of sin and isimpaled upon an old rugged
cross. After three agonizing days a resurrection breaks the
despair and gloom.

This resurrected Savior leaves behind small band of Spirit-
filled followers that infect the world with a life changing
messagecalledtheGospel. Thesefollowersaregiveninforma
tion about the meaning of life and mechanics of new life and
they unfoldthewondersof thingslikegraceand mercy aswell
aswarn about the ravages and ruin of sin.

Godiseternal. Timeistemporal. Timeisaparenthesisand a
dimension of lifeinwhichweexist. Timeisthe most natural
and logical approach to understanding Godsrevelation to us.
There was a time when God first spoke our world into
existence. Therewasatimewhen He madethefirst man and
spoke thefirst word to him. There wasatime God called the
beginning and atime known astheend. “ To everything there
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isa season, a time for every purpose under heaven.”

A good placetobeginisat thebeginning. Haveyou ever come
lateto aclassor alectureand been at al ossto understand what
wasgoingon?Missingtheopening act of aplay might keepthe
wholethinganunsolved mystery, eventotheend. Missingthe
first day of school placesastudent at great disadvantage since
itisduringthat classthat theteacher laysout thegeneral scope
of the clasaswell ashisor her expectations and requirements
for success.

Should a person then begin with Genesis and work their way
through verseby verse, book by book until thefinal period and
Amen of the Bible? Thais not necessarily the best way for a
novice to start his journey throuhg the forest. A seasoned
student might however begin at the tree of life in Eden and
continueuntil hecomesbeforethetreeof lifeinrevelation. A
journey through time would bring the student to the Oak of
Abraham, the Juni per under which Elijahlost heart and almost
lost faith, the Cedar of L ebanon, to the Sycamore upon which
Zachaeus was perched.

The Christian should start where heis. Hewas not fashioned
intheclay of eden but in the gold of the Gospel. A beginning
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Christian student should start inthe beginning. He should not
start in Genesis, but in John. "In the beginning wasthe Word
and the Word waswith God and theWordwasGod." (Jn. 1:1)
Thebest placeto startiswith Christ , our Savior, our Lord and
our God. Study the New Testament through the perspective
of time. He cam, he became, he overcame, and heis coming
agsain. Follow in hisfootstepsfrom placeto place. Whenthe
two disciples of John asked him "where do you live,” he
challenged themto "comeand see." That istheinvitation to
every student of the Bible. "Come and see.”

Twenty- one chapterscontain theaccount of God'svisti tothis
troubled world. They have been carefully edited by the Holy
Spirit, including and excluding according to sovereigh will.
Every jot andtittleof truth hasbeen miraculously preserved by
providence. Of thosethirty years( not counting referenceto
astatebeforecreation, andtotheaftermath of time) the Gospel
of Johnprimarily concernsitself withtheactiveministry years
of Jesus. Sowe begin our study of three and one half years of
ministry, miracles, and mannersof the Son of Man. Wefollow
the Master from Canato Calvary. Wewatch him ariseearlyto
pray, and teach and preach amessage of lifeeternal, Thenwe
cometo one Friday when the Son of God hung onacross, and
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with al creation we hold our breath through a sad and silent
Saturday, until we arrive on agolden daybreak and aglorious
resurrection Sunday.

After asufficient acquaintance has been made with Salvation
andthePerson of JesusChrist, theseriousstudent should begin
with the new creation and first century genesis, the book of
Acts.

Whilethelight of the wise men led them to the manger where
they worshipedtheChrist child, thelight of theNew Testament
actually is born on Pentecost because of the resurrected
Savior. The cradle of Christianity is the upper room in
Jerusalem and the march of the church triumphant continues
through historical time through the letters and epistles of the
apostlesuntil itisfound in somefuturetimecastingitscrowns
before the throne of God.

Time should be given to the study of Actswhile the student
makes note of the advance of the Gospel from placeto place,
city to city to prepare for a closer examination of particular
lettersto particul ar people, dealing with particular problems.

Paul's | etter to the Thessal onians cannot be fully appreciated
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until itisseeninan historical context and timeframe. A study
of theBook of Actsislikewalkingthroughtheforest until one
has witnessed the full cycle of seasons and seen the whole
before taking a closer ook at the parts.

To besure, one could study an acorn or adried and brittle oak
leaf and learn many things, but without having ever seenatree,
let aloneaforest, such ascientist would beat agreat disadvan-
tage. First seethe forest, then the trees.

Whileat times, pin pointing adate may be important in Bible
study, usuallyitisonlittleimportanceexceptindecipheringthe
flow of things. It isthe sequence of eventsthat isimportant.

Asyou study record important eventsin sequencediagraming
themonatimechart. Thischartissimply arecord of whereyou
have been and what you havewitnessed. Itisabirdseyeview
of the forest showing the clearings where significant events
took place. It will grow asyou grow. It will be called upon
often to help get your bearings when you temporarily get lost
inthedetailsof theparticular. A timestudy remindsusthat the
author was going somewhereand we arelooking at His-story.

13



MED TATI ONS & METHCDS oF Bl BLE STUDY

"First the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear.”
Mk. 4:28. Not everything is history, yet there is aways a
growth and development of truth. Paul isamaster at |eading
thereader logically step by step fromwherethey areto where
they should be.
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Trees 3

Trues

A forest is made up of trees. The forest begins to become a
morefamiliar place when one recognizes some of itsinhabit-
ants. Most peopleknow an oak from apine, and abeech from
amaple. The forest becomes more and more interesting as
your knowledgeincreases. It isonething to recognizeapine.
It is another to know the difference between a spruce and a
Douglasfir, Yelow Pine and Ponderosa.

A treeis primarily recognized by its bark and leaves. Some
trees are small and frail, others, like the giant redwoods of
Washington are so large that they remind us of our insignifi-
cance.

Certain woods were sought out by King Solomon to be used
intheholy templebecauseof itsenduringlonglastingqualities.
Some trees bleed aresin when cut. Thisresin, like frankin-
censg, is placed upon burning coals in worship. Some trees
were sought out for their healing and medicinal qualities.
Every tree hasits special unique attributes and uses.

15
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Soitisin Godsword. Notruthjust happensto bethere. Each
isthere by design and has certain properties and benefits. As
in any forest, some trees stand higher than others. Some are
broader in girth and othersarefound so seldom that they must
delight at their discovery.

A study of each chapter or segment will have one outstanding
theme. The beginning of aprofitable Bible study must begin
with a search for the greater and grander truths that seem to
welcome the believer to visit. Standing at the base of these
grandthemeslikegrace, faith, and sal vation causeustolift our
eyesuptoheaven; andliketheheavensthemselvesthey declare
the glory of God.

Walk throughthe Scriptureslikeareverent visitor toanational
forest and attempt to recognizeasmany treesasyou can. Read
achapter and mark thegrand themesof the of theliving Word.
Sometruthswill stand out far above the others, remembering
that eachisplanted by design. Makenotethepresenceof lesser
themes and specia note of rare tender and fragile plants.

To begin you might start with ten grand themes. Give each of
thesegrand themesitsown color code. | suggest you consider
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thefollowing: New life (dark green), Grace (purple), Gospel
(orange), The Cross (light green), Heaven (light blue), Min-
istry (yellow), Trials (grey). Two additional colors can be
assigned for Principles (dark blue) and Promises (gold).
These arejust suggestions.

Only mark your study Bible until you become more sure of
yourself. Words can be either circled or boxed with a
particular color or lightly shaded in.

Each segment will haveamajor emphasis. Findthat emphasis.
Y ou cannot begin to appreciate the purpose of designer until
you do. Look for the key verse of each chapter. Look for the
key verse of each book. For example, a word that keeps
appearinginFirst Peteristheword” suffer” and*“ suffering.” 1t
isaletter that speaksabout persecutionandtrials. Itisnot until
we cometo 2:21 that suffering beginsto make sense. In2:21
we have found the key or (in the metaphor of the forest) the
tree.

For example, in First Thessalonianswe discover the purpose

for the letter in chapter 3 verse 2. It is from this verse that
everything else seemsto radiate from like spokes on awhes!,

17
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or (again using the forest metaphor) roots of atree.

Wefirst take an overview of theforest to get abirdseyeview.
Suchaview of First Thessalonianswould immediately tell us
that there arefive chapters. Next wewalk through the woods
looking for particular trees. When we havefoundthe“treein
the midst of the garden” or grand theme, we are ready to take
acloser look.

18
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A

Branches

Outlining
"I am the vine, ye are the branches.”

Branchesareinteresting asany adventurousboy (or Tomboy)
will tell you. They would rather be perched in abranch than
sittingisaparlor any day. Zachaeusoncefound himself inthe
branches of asycamore and Absalom waskilled when hewas
caught out on alimb.

Branchesare naturally ascending extremitiesof atree. Tothe
untrained eye they may not look organized or following any
particular pattern, but each speciesgivesitself tospreadoutin
apredictable manner.

Thepineisthemost symmetrical with each branch proportion-
aly and predictably smaller than that of the one beneath it.
Even the oak spreadsitself just like an oak, and any botanist
could recognize the silhouette of the juniper tree.

Toan orthopedic surgeon abranch might look like thefingers
of ahand or askeleton. Toan Englishteacheritmightlook like
a schematic drawing for a diagrammed sentence. For our
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purposes of Bible study, a branch looks like an outline of a
book or chapter.

The third step in Bible study is to look for the branches,
defining and counting the largest limbs. These are the main
points or ideas of the author. A study of the main limbs will
revea additional limbs naturally growing from them and
likewise, smaller fingers growing from them. Points, sub-
points and sub-sub-points.

You must find the right tree if you are to count the right
branches. The main verse is the centerpiece of the text.
Remember, theauthor hasonemainideaor reason for writing.

There are severa laws of composition (laws of the branches)
to consider when outlining a section, book, or chapter. The
law of radiation already mentioned, isacentral truthtowhich
many other truths point back to. Asthe proverbial "all roads
lead to Rome," so much of a given passage point to this one
great theme. In Hebrews it is the superiority of Christ. In
Ephesians it is his preeminence. This is the form called
radiation.

20
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Another form often found isthat of repetition. A reading of
John 11:46- 12:19 will show a repetition of the theme the
death of Christ. Asmentioned already, in 1 Peter thethemeis
suffering. Look for repetition. Every musical compositionhas
arhythm or abeat. It also has arefrain or arepeated measure
of music that defines the mood of the piece.

Another thing to look for when outlining iscontrasts. Truth
is often enforced, explained, or qualified by using contrasts.
The book of Proverbs most often usesthisdevice. Jesusused
it aswell: "You have heard it said...but | say unto you."

Many passages can be easily recognized aslists. Themind of
a spirit filled Christian is described and outlined as alist in
Philippians four: "Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
thingsarejust,” etc. Therearegeneal ogies, and qualifications,
and elements, and componentsof something. Theseshouldbe
the easiest to spot.

Another law of composition that should be looked for in
outliningisthat of thetur ningpoint, “hinge,” or “ continental
divide.” They areoftenfoundinthewords”but,” “therefore,”
and “wherefore.” These words connect one great truth to
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another. They are the footbridges that allow the student to
cross from one great plain to another. Paul’s great legal
arguments in the courtroom of Romans 1-4 and the conclu-
sions and consequences of chapters 5-6 are connected by a
great and important “ therefore” in 5:1.

Ouitlining, or studyingthebranchesisawonderful way tograsp
the meaning and purpose of a passage. Until the student
outlinesachapter of abook onhisown, hedoesnot really begin
to understand it.

Using thevariouslawsor methods of composition outlinethe
book of 1 Thessalonians on a single page. You should have
five main points. Beneath them you should have at least two
sub-points; and beneath that a few sub-points should have
sub-sub-points(i.e.. I.,1l., A.,B.,C.1.2.3.). Give each chapter
atitle. After careful thought give the book some name other
than 1 Thessalonians.

Y oushouldfindleaveshanging onthebranchesof alivingtree.
Notinwinter, someonesays. It should never bewinter inyour
Biblestudy. Whenyouread and seenothing, itistimetowarm
your heart in prayer and try again.

22
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5

Leaves
Word Sudies

Words are vessels that hold ideas. It isimpossible to think
without words. Words are the paint on the pallet of artistic
articulation. We are ableto transfer anideafrom our mind to
another through the medium of words. Brick by brick, word
by word an ideais brought from one brain to another. Words
aretheatomsof the universeof thought. Wordsaretheleaves
on the branches of thetree. Itistheleaf that capturesthe sun
andthroughamiracul oustransfiguration makesoxygen, which
sustainslife. Leavesaremillionsof littlefactorieswhich make
life possible on the planet.

Jesussaid,
"Itisthespirit that quickeneth; theflesh profiteth nothing; the
wordsthat | speak unto you , they are spirit, they arelife."

We have now come closer in our study to examine and
appreciatethevery leavesupon thetrees. Sometimesthey are
small and sometimeslarge, but they arealwaysalive. Thereare
many things that can be said about doing word studies. We
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limit ourselves to a few important and simple approaches,
techniques, and tools.

As you read a passage note the objects and subjects and
important adjectives in the left margin of your study Bible.
Note the action verbs or the adverbs in the right. Thisisa
simpleway of paying attention to what is happening to whom
in aparticular passage.

Take a closer ook at any unfamiliar word by doing a short
word study. The stepsare asfollows: First determining the
definitioninadictionary. Second determiningthedefinitionin
aconcordancelike Strongs. Find theword inthealphabetical
listingin English. Notethenumbered referencetotheoriginal
Greek or Hebrew word. Find the number in the back and
record the definition. Notice where this same word is used
elsewhere in the Bible and ook up those passages.

Thetrandatorsdid not awaystranslate aword the sameway.
Becauseof thisaconcordancewill notindicatethat aparticular
word can have other uses or meaningsthat might shedlight on
aparticular passage. Because of this, the next step isto look
upthe Greek or Hebrew wordinaL exicon. Thereyouwill see
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the different ways it has been trandated and the different
nuances of meaning.

To get moreinsight into the use of aword, you might then go
to a Bible dictionary or encyclopedia. The more serious
student might dig even deeper by looking at Vine'sor Trench's
word studies. Such work is hard work, but the results are
rewarding.

Paying attention to theindividual wordsmay not beascompli-
cated asabove suggested, but simple mistakesare not uncom-
mon. There was a country preacher with limited education
who preached a sermon about "Simon the leaper.” Givento
extemporaneousdiscoursesasthe” spiritmoved him,” hewent
on to speak about how thisman "leaped” out of darknessinto
light, and into thekingdom of God, etc. Asamatter of fact, he
had old Simon leaping al over the place. It was an amusing
exercisein elocution and he was egged on by many "Amens’
from his congregation. The only problem was he misread
"leper” for "leaper” and he had that poor old leper leaping all
over the place for nothing.

Pay attention to the words. Every jot and tittle is important.
Some cults add an a before God in John 1:1 and attempt to
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make Jesussimply aGod. Somemissthepurposeof Salvation
when they fail to note the significant preposition from in
Matthew 1:21. Hedid not cometo saveusinour sinsorinspite
of our sins, but from our sins.

Thequestionto determineissimple: What did the author say?

What did he mean to say? The second part of that questionis
determined by context to which we next turn our attention.

26
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6

Roots
Context

All treeshaveroots. Itistherootsthat hold atreein placeand
hold it up. Many verses do not stand straight without their
roots or context. Many cults have done great violence to the
Word of God by cutting off atreeat itsrootsand plantingitin
their heretical greenhouses. Fromteachingsabout baptismfor
the dead, polygamy, strange fire miracles, drinking of poison
and handling venomous snakes, countless damage and havoc
has been done while using atext out of context.

There are severa contextual considerations to keep in view.
Thefirstisimmediate context. Thissimply meansthe student
should read the versesbefore and after any given verse before
attempting to interpret it. Many problems are solved this
samply.

The second context to consider is the possible historical or
cultural context. First Thessalonianshasitsrootsin Acts17.
John 3:14-15 makes little sense apart from its meaning found
inNumbers21:9. A promisefulfilled cannot befully appreci-
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ated without first appreciating the promise given.

The ideaisto interpret scripture with scripture. An unclear
passageisclarified by looking at a clear passage.

For example, theideathat Jesus died for our colds, cornsand
gallstones is popular in some circles who point to Isaiah 53
whichsays"by hisstripesyearehealed.” Asasidelight,isn't
it curiousthat wherever thisideaistaught thereisusually alot
of offering plates being passed around? It seemsthat if Jesus
died to pay for my sicknesses any ministry along these lines
should befree.

A look at 1 Pet 2:24 in its context will show that |saiah was
speaking about spiritual sicknessor sinand not my arthritisor
rheumatism. This old body is still part of the creation that
groansasit waitsfor thefinal redemption spoken of by Paul in
Romans.

When trying to determine the meaning of aparticular versein
its context, one should consider the purpose of the book.
Thesesimpleguidelinesshould helpany studentrightly divide
theWord of truth so asto be aworkman that needeth not to be
ashamed.
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v

Change

New Life

God is perfect. Heistheonly onethat is perfect. Godisthe
only one who does not have to change. Everyone else or
everything changes or must change.

When most people read the Bible nothing happens for one
simplereason, they are not willing to change. Why do some
people not believe the Bible? You say they just do not have
faith. That istrue, but why do they not havefaith, why dothey
not believe? Sometheological systemssay it isbecause God
hasnot giventhemfaith. | find that difficult to accept. If God
asksustowalk heenablesustowalk. | believethat faithbegins
with aspark. | am not talking about the divine spark spoken
of by peoplelike Emerson. | am not suggesting that thereisa
gpark inthe unsaved man at all. What | am suggesting isthat
asavingfaithin Godisnot attained with asinglequantum|leap.
Rather, like the ocean, it begins with asingle rain drop.

Let me get back to why people do not believe. 1t would be
foolish to say people do not believe because they do not
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believe. That iswhat we are saying when we suggest that a
person does not have faith because God has not given them
faith or because they are not of the elect, etc.

Themessage of JohntheBaptist wassimple: repent. It wasthe
constant refrain of hispreaching. What does repent mean? It
means change. Biblical repentanceisactually changing your
mind, will, emotions. No onewill ever enter heaven without
first repenting. Repentingischangingdirection. Thisspiritual
change first changes perspective (or is positional) then it
changes practice (thisispractical).

Who believesthe Scripturesand who doesnot? Theanswer is
simple. Thosewho don't want to change dont believe. Those
whowant to changearethosewho believethey should change.
Thepoor aremoreobviously awareof their needto have some
change. It is not enough to want to change, like to change,
think it might be nice. People have to come to the point (a
turning point) realizing that they must change.

The woman at Sychar didn't know what she needed. Some-

thing happened in her life that brought her to the place where
sherealized that she must have thisliving water.
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The Christian life begins with faith and repentance. Repen-
tance is a change of life which that initially turns us in the
oppositedirection. Whilewewere oncetraveling away from
God headed for an eternity lost in space so to speak, we made
an about face and are now headed toward God and an eternity
of fellowshipwith him.

Y et even after that initial one hundred and eighty degreeturn
we are prone to drift off course or as Charles Wesley said
prone to wander. A plane that flies from New York to
Californiais constantly making correctionsinitsflight. Itis
continually compensating and making adjustments. Head
winds, sheer winds, tail winds, down draft, and turbulenceare
forever changing, therefore the plane must change al so.
California does not change and New Y ork does not change,
they remain the same. Getting there requires hundreds of
computations and compensations.

Why study the Bible at all?
The Bible establishes and fixestwo points: Whereweareand

where God is. Salvation insures our arrival at the proper
destination. Sanctification is the journey which will not be
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complete until wetouch down so to speak upon the runway of
heaven. The Bibleistheinstrument God usesto guide, mold,
and lead us along.

Much could besaid about theunnecessary futility of wandering
around in the wilderness. The Israelites wandered around
because they were not willing to "do it Gods way."

God gave Moses a set of coordinates much like a navigator
would chart aflight plan for an aircraft. If you missthe first
coordinate of spiritual obedience immediately you are "off
course." Being" off course" isoneof themeaningsof theword
sin. The Biblewas written to help us stay "on course.”

We study the Biblein order to: Grow in Grace

God'sWord reveals Gods heart and isan instrument of grace.
Somereligionstalk of sacraments. Some groups speak of

seven sacraments, like the Roman church. Others speak of
two. A sacrament is something that communicates grace to
man, andisnecessary for salvation. | oncebelongedtoagroup
that taught that baptism and the Holy Communion were
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sacraments. Then | saw thoseactsof obedienceasordinances
rather than sacraments. There is however one thing that is
closer to asacrament than anything | knew before. 1t not only
communicatesgrace, but itisalsotheinstrument or catalyst of
conversion itself. Without it thereisno salvation. | speak of
the Word of God. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the
Word of God.

After Salvation, theministry of theWordinour livescontinues
tobea seed bedfor Christiangrowth. A Christian cut off from
the Word of God islike aplant plucked up by itsroots. Such
aplantisstill alive but soon wilted to be sure.

We study the Word of God to know (experience) the grace of
God and the heart of God. Theliving Word worksonly when
itistransplantedinto our heart (not our head). Theministry of
theWordishearttoheart. Itistheonly spiritual weaponissued
to the believer.

Thefirstreasonistogrow ingrace. TheBibleisthewell spring
from which the grace of God flowsinto our lives. Man shall
not liveby bread alone, but by every word that proceedsout of
the mouth of God.
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The second reason isto arm us for the spiritual warfare that
assailsusevery day. TheBibleistheonly weaponissuedtothe
believer anditsneglect placesusat the greatest disadvantage.
Satan would have usto remain in darkness and be ignorant to
the truths of our relationship to God and the riches of our
birthright.

A study of the Bible exposesthe wiles of the devil and warns
usabout the many possible snaresand pitfalls. Satan doesnot
wait to tempt when we are in church, or with the pastor. He
tempts us when we are alone. Woe to the believer who is
unarmed or isuntrained in the use of the Sword of the Spirit.

So it cameto pass in the day of battle, that there was neither
sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people that
were with Saul and Jonathan... 1 Sam 13:22. That is a sad
position to be in the day of battle. The reason for that sorry
state of affairsisseeninverse 19. Gods people had no smiths
intheland. Soitiswithmany Christianstoday. They are not
skilledinthe use of the weapon of spiritual warfare, and there
arefew who are skilled in forging aweapon themsel ves.

Whilewe enjoy the ministry of othersinthe Word, thereisno
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substitute for personally arming ones self against the wiles of
thedevil.

It isnecessary tointerpret life.

TheBibleisGodstouchstoneof truth. TheBibleenablesusto
interpret thetimesinwhichwelive. TheBiblegivesmeaning
to everything that happens.

A lifewithout the Bibleisameandering rivulet rushing into a
meaningless sea. The believer studies the Bible, not only to
discover the heart of God, but also to learn something of the
mind of God.

Theunbeliever seesthe chaosand confusion of aworld out of
control and either resigns himself to the way things are or
puzzlesover theseeming madnessof men. TheBibleexplains
why things are and how they will be.

Thepurpose of studyingtheBibleisnot to uncover acalendar
of future events as much asit isto assure ourselves that God
isstill in control and has agrand plan. Our purposeis not to
impress others with our insights, nor to be a spokesman of
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things to come. Bible study instead is more like the shock
absorber of lifethat allowsusto calmly travel the many rough
roads of our experience. Bible study allows usto make sense
of much of the nonsense. It provides us with a blessed
assuranceand an anchor that keepsour boat fromdriftinginthe
night.

It isthe avenueto fellowship with God.

While the Church has been given the gift of special teachers,
nothing can substitute to a first hand fellowship with God.
What if you never saw your wife or children, but had to rely
solely onanintermediary totell you about them. What if you
were not even permitted to read their | etters, but had someone
tell you what they said? Much would belost and therelation-
ship would be unreal.

Suchisthecardboard Christianity of thosewhorely onapastor
or teacher for the only news of heaven. Such is a hand-me-
down Christianity of those who let others visit God on the
mountain top and then attempt to describe things perhapstoo
great for their vocabulary. Thosewho depend upon othersfor
their daily or weekly allotment of mannafromheavenarereally
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resigned to eating crumbsthat fall from somerich manstable.
Thismight beenoughfor some, but thestudent of theBiblehas
alarger appetitethan that. The Woman of Sychar might have
been eloguent, but nothing could compare with hearing the
wordsof lifefromthevery lipsof Jesus. "Nowwebelieve, not
because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves..."
John 4:42. We must |earn to study the Bible so we may hear
himourselves.

It communicates spiritual lifeand vitality.

The Bible is the breath of God. All scripture is given by
inspiration 2Tim 3:16. Theword inspiration literally means
God-breathed.

Do you remember when God made Adam? Hefashioned him
out of theearth. Hehad abody with al itspartsand members.
Adamwasthe pictureof theperfect manwitharms, legs, eyes,
ears, and nostrils. Something was missing however. Adam
remainedlifel essandinanimateuntil God added alifeforceand
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life... Gen. 2:7.

Thereissomethingliving and spiritual about thewordsof God.
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It isthe spirit that quickeneth: the flesh profiteth nothing: the
wordsthat | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they arelife
John 6:63. Many abeliever seemsto have alack of heavens
oxygen. Taking a deep breath once a week during some
worship service will not get you through the week. Reading
what otherssay about Godinsomedevotional booklet will not
suffice. The serious faithful student of the Bible is filling
himself with morethan facts, but with the breath of God. That
explainswhy certain men seem so spiritual attuned and
quickened.

It liftsour thoughts higher

"God'sthoughtsarehigher than our thoughts™ (1sa55:9). The
ideas and thoughts of God are so far beyond our thinking that
the only way we could possibly entertain one of them isto
discover itintheBible.

A little child might just aswell try to reach out into space and
pluck astar from the sky asfor man to contemplate the ideas

of Omniscience.

IntheBible, God hascomedowntowherewe have somehope
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of reaching Him. Asthe mannafell from heaven, so too the
Bible offersthe believer the very bread of life.

Y etlet usrealizethat webear thesetreasuresin earthenvessels.
Our mindsarefeeblereceptaclesinwhichtohold andcarry the
thoughts of God. The natural man has no ideawhat to make
of them. They aretotheunregeneratepearlsbeforeswine. The
Pharisees handled, studied, memorized, and taught the words
of God and didnt havethedlightest ideawhat they meant. God
help us!

It isthe catalyst for change.

We dare not study the Bible apart from God. We are not
conducting an autopsy, but are handling thevery livingwords
of God. Some come as coldly as a coroner. No wonder the
Bibleremainslifelessonthedesk. TheBibleismorethanink
and paper. TheBibleismorethanwordsandideas, for onecan
even understand what it is saying and be unmoved. Thereis
another element of Bible study that has something to do with
beingaliving spiritual thing.

When we study the Bible we must be willing to change. God
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gaveusHiswordto changeus. Nothing happensto the person
unwillingtochange. Butif wearewillingtobechangedby the
words of thisbook something supernatural happens when we
study it.

Jesussaid, "l thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because thou hast hid thesethingsfromthe wise and prudent,
and hast revealed them unto babes' Matt. 11:27.

Bible study must be more than diagraming sentences or cata-

loguingfacts. Biblestudy isabout changinglives, first oursand
then that of those around us.
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Ingimar DeRidder

Fruit 8

Application

Imagineafarmer who plants, tills, waters, and weedsyet who
never got aas much asasingle potato for hiseffort. Imagine
agardener who labored, toiled, and fussed endlessly over the
plant beds and yet never saw aflower or afruit? Imagine a
orchardthat never yielded an apple, or aforest that never gave
a board or plank to the mill. These imaginations are quite
depressing asit seemsthe only harvest isone of futility.

I magineapersonwho goesoff to Bible School and comesback
with a“form of godliness while denying the power thereof.”
Imagine the Bible student with al his atlases, commentaries,
and diagramed sentences who is still selfish, self-centered,
short tempered, and asintolerant of others as he wasthe first
day hebegan to study. That would be asad condition, would
it not? Application isthe fruit of Bible study. Information,
interpretation, and alliteration without application amountsto
anempty bushel andafruitlessharvest. Wehavebeenordained
to bring forth fruit.
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Here is the heart of application. We must be changed. Our
relationship with God changed at the moment of faith. Our
bodieswill bechangedinthetwinkling of aneye. Wearenow
being changed through the process of sanctification and the
medium of the Word of God. It must be a preestablished
premisethat if Godisgraciousenoughtoreveal himself andhis
will in hisword, we are willing to change.

SometimesthechangeisdramaticlikeaSaul becomingaPaul.
Sometimesitisspectacular likeaPhilippianjailer cryingoutin
the dark and stepping into light. Most of the time, however,
changeisdoneinsmaller, lessobservableincrements. Change
can involve our core beliefs, our attitudes, our feelings, our
impressions, aswell asour actions. If our Bible study leaves
usunchanged we havefailed.

There are some simple questions that we must ask ourselves
when we are studying God'’ s truth.

1. Isthereatimelessprinciplefor meto grasp?

Learntogently andreverently pushtheleavesasidetoreachfor
thefruit. Principlesarefoundinevery book of theBible. They
areguidelinesfor living. They may bepracticedinthefirstand
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last centuriesalike. Thefact that someoneiswearing tunic or
arobeisthepractice, modesty and dignity istheprinciple. We
no longer wear tunics, nor are we expected to, yet modesty is
timelessand alwaysinfashion. Wemay nolonger maketents
or sell camels, yet theprincipleof “ do unto othersasyouwould
have them do unto you” isjust as valid today as it was two
thousand years ago.

2. Isthereasin for meto avoid, confess, or for sake?
Sinisthegreat spoiler still. God hatesit becauseof what it does
tousandhowitruinslife. Sinisnot alwaysobvious. Satandid
not ask Eve to sin in the garden. He came to her with what
seemed to be pretty good idea at the time. The fact that the
subtle suggestion was in direct opposition to God's simple
command seemed to be lost to Eve. God gave Adam one
restriction and warned him of the consequenceof ignoring his
directions. Sincethat timetheseedsof that disaster haveblown
across the world upon the winds of adversity and there are
innumerabledangerseverywhere. God haswrittentheBibleto
warn us about sin and rescue us from it sorrows.

Whenitisobviousthat we have transgressed, or violated one

of God' srulesfor happiness and success, we are admonished
to make it right without delay.
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3. Isthereapromisefor meto claim?

The eye of faith seesthem everywhere. The children of God
arewealthy withthebenevolenceof God. Faith hasitsgenesis
in the garden of God’ sword. If God promised it would be, it
must cometo pass. God hasfilled hisbook with blessingsand
assurancesthat aretherefor thetaking. We need not betimid
when it comesto gathering the mannathat fallsfrom heaven.

When we discover apromise given to us, we are encouraged
tocashitin. Nosaint need be spiritually impoverished, filled
with doubt, fear, or uncertainty. Whenwediscover apromise
we should mark it, memorizeit, record it, and bank onit. We
should belike Abrahamwho“ staggered not at the promises of
God.”

4. Istherean examplefor meto follow.

Jesus coined the phrasethat capturesthe essence of Christian-
ity: “follow-me.” Y et God hasfilled the Bible with hundreds
of patters of spiritua and successful behavior, as well as
paradigms, axioms, and examples. “ Hethat walkethwithwise
men, shall bewise” said Solomon. Tolsaiahhesaid“thisisthe
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way, wak yeinit.”

5. Isthereacommand for meto obey?
Wearemenandwomenunder authority. Wearesoldiersunder
orders. Weareservantswho needtolearntodo“not [our], but
thy will be done.” The Bible is more than a book of sugges-
tions. Itisabook of instructionsthat must befollowed. “Why
call ye me Lord, Lord and do not the thingswhich | say?’

6. Isthereawarningto be heeded?

Not everythingisasin. Wearetold about trying to runwhile
carryingweights. Weareinstructed about the deceitful nessof
riches, and the heart of man. Wearetold about the dangers of
trying to serve two masters, or halting between two opinions.

7. Did | see God?

Adam met God in fellowship in the cool of theday. Do just
seewords, axioms, warnings, truths? All thesethingsarelike
theauraand glory of God. All thesearewonderful, important,
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necessary, and exciting, but they are not God. Pick thefruits
fromall thetreesof God’ sgarden. Riseupearly and bringyour
heart like a bushel, but with all the searching, picking, and
gathering, don’t forget to thank the one who planted it all.
Don’t neglect to set you basket downlong enoughtovisit with
the Lord of the harvest. When you enter the forest of God's
word do not stop until you reach the garden of paradise and
thereworshipthe Almighty. Presson past all thebeautiful, but
lesser timber until you reach the cross. Stop thereto worship,
praise, andwonder. Do not be satisfied to seetheleaves; reach
forthefruit. Donot besatisfied, evenwiththefruit, unlessyou
have seen hisface. Blessed arethepurein heart for they shall
see God.
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9

Warnings

Don't get lost

Recognize symbols. Bewareof missingthesymbolicmeaning
of words, but also beware of seeing symbols everywhere.
These are two common mistakes. Thefirst general ruleto be
applied is to interpret everything according to its literal and
ordinary usage. Beyond that, realize that there are many
literary devices that are exceptions to that rule. God has
employed parables, metaphors, similesto communicatetruth.
There are types as well as alegories, and even strange and
prophetic codewords(asintheBabylon of Revelation, andthe
weeks of yearsin Daniel).

Non literal language has many useful purposes. Most oftenit
isusedtoclarify andsimplify alesson. " The [righteous] shall
belike atreeplanted by theriversof water" isasimile. Such
aremany comparisonsthat connect two distinct ideaswith the
word like, or as. A simileis a confessed comparison. The
expression: Certainfalseteachersaresaidtobe"wellswithout
water" isametaphor. A metaphor isan implied comparison.
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Everyoneknowswhat awell without water is. Immediately we
think of the disappointment of a dry well, as well as the
worthlessness, and perhaps the deception involved. One
picture helps us to understand the other.

Types are comparisons of people or things. The scriptures
alone should determinewhat isalegitimatetype. We can say
Christisatype of Adam only because the Bible links them.

Parables are earthly stories with heavenly meanings. The
genera ruleininterpreting parablesistofindthesinglecentral
truth. Their purposewas not to illustrate asmuch asit wasto
hidepearlsfrom swinewhichwould not appreciatetheir worth.

Evenwithall theabovenon-literal language and devicesmost
of what God has given is straight forward and forthright. A
mistakethat isoften made by the ambitious student isto make
things symbolic whenthey arenot. Imaginationisnot I1lumi-
nation. Dont look for thingsthat are not there. Here are some
guidelines:

First, do not spiritualize. One of the most common mistakes
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committed by the over zeal ous student i sto see something that
is not there. Spiritualizing scripture is a violation of the
intended meaning and simpleinterpretation. It makesevery-
thing symbolicand subjective. TheRoman church hasalways
held to the idea that there are at least three meanings to
Scripture: Thehistorical, themystical, andtheliteral. If it has
three meanings, how do we know what it means.

An example of such aviolation is often seen in evangelical
churches today when the donkey in the story of the Good
SamaratinisseenasaSunday School busand thelnnbecomes
thelocal church; theoil and wine each represent some particu-
laringredient.

A parable has one main truth to communicate. Wordsaround
that truth are subordinate and incidental. Application isone
thinginterpretationisanother. Therearemany applicationsfor
apassage, but only one interpretation.

Bewareof being carried away with numerology. Itisrooted
in superstition. Each letter of the alphabet is assigned a
numeric value. Each number or combination of numbers
becomes a kind of biblical zodiac. All kinds of strange
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interpretationsresult from thistype of wresting of Scriptures.
It might betruethat certainnumbersarestatistically associated
with certainelements, factsor events, but weareon dangerous
ground when we go beyond what the Scriptures actually say.
To assign the number 6 to man, 7 to God, 5 to grace does not
particularly enhance our lives or unlock any mysteries. Itis
indeed curiousthat the number 40 is so often associated with
trials, and 7 with completion, but do not turn the Scriptures
into tea leaves, or tarot cards.

Every cult hasits origin in amisinterpretation of a Scriptural
text. Satan himself quoted the Bible to Jesus during the
temptation. Bewareof privateinterpretations. While God has
hidden truth from the wise and prudent and revealed them
unto babes, hedoesnot make orangesinto applesor breadinto
rocks.

Be careful of trying to usethe Scripturesto promote your own
preferences and wishes. Beware of using the Bible to win
arguments. Be careful not to treat the Words of God with
irreverence, lightly or inafrivolousmanner. Bewarehow you
handleholy things.
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10

Seeds

For Others

Eat the fruit. Enjoy each bite, but save the seeds. You can
count the seedsin an apple, but you cannot count the applesin
aseed. Makesureyou plant someof theseedsof thetruthsyou
have learned for afuture harvest. When you have planted
those seeds in the life of another person you have begun a
second cycleof lifeandanew generationof faith. A goodBible
student is not finished when he has plucked the truth from
God's branches. He must go on to communicate the truth to
others. Paul told Timothy to commit what he had |earned to
faithful men, so they could teach others also.

Best Way to Learn
No sooner had thewoman of Samariadiscovered thetruththen
sherushed off to tell others. The best way to keep thefaithis

togiveitaway. Thebest way totruly learn somethingistotry
to teach it.
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Share Truth with Others

Once we have learned from atext: what it says, and what it
means, we naturally want to shareit with others. Whether we
are teaching an official group, or personaly discipling an
individual itisthefulfillment of the great commission.

Teacher isCatalyst for Change

Communicating Bible truth is one of the most exciting and
profitableendeavorsweshall ever beengagedin. Remember,
when we bring the Word of God we are acatalyst for change.
Weholdinour handsthekey to happiness, peace, and success.
We hold in our handsthe paradigm for successful living. We
have the answer to all the problems of mankind within the
coversof the Bible.

Make an Outline

After using the simple methods and guidelines already men-
tioned, make an outline of the passage, text, book or chapter.
Keepitsimple. Thedaysof twelve and fifteen point outlines
areover for themost part. Donttry to serveup atwelve course
meal. Try instead for simple meat and potato affair. Commu-
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nicatethemain truth or truthsin the most direct and forthright
manner.

Structure

A good short story hasabeginning, amiddle, andanend. That
is gtill the best route. The modern TV soap opera is a good
example of the opposite. There are plots, and subplots, and
sub-sub-plots. Thereisintrigue, and emotional manipulations.
That is entertainment. Stick to a ssmple bare bones outline
when teaching the Bible.

State the trues, facts, or lessons succinctly. Forget about
aliteration, or any other temptations to be cute. Some are
good at it, most arenot. Many think they arealliterating when
in fact they are obliterating the truth. The purpose of Bible
teaching is not to entertain. We should alwaystry to be more
clear than clever. Onthe other hand, thereisno advantageis
being disorganized, vague, unpolished, or uncertain. Remem-
ber, truthismost beautiful whenitisalowedtobeitself. This
iswhat it says. Thisiswhat it means. Itisthat smple. Bible
study canbeexciting, informative, pragmaticand useful , clear
and fast paced.
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Be Systematic

Study and teaching should be systematic. After a book is
studied it can be taught verse by verse, chapter by chapter, or
asanoverview inonelesson. Inone caseyou will attempt to
show people the whole forest. That answers the smple
guestion of, why was this book given to us? The chapter by
chapter approach looks for the grand themes and attempts to
explain their significance. A verse by verse approach isthe
most laborious and time consuming, but often the most pro-
ductive method of teaching the Bible, however it should be
kept in mind that the chances of alistener aways being there
to hear every verse arealmost nil. Whiletheteacher isgoing
through verseby verse, the hearer who hascometolistenonly
this one time does not know where you've been nor where
you're going.

A Word study
We have introduced you to the basics of doing aword study
already. When teaching aword study keep in mind that the

hardest part i sto beexhaustivewithout exhausting thelistener.
Prayerfully choose exampleswith purposewhilestill tryingto
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present thelessonwith abeginning, middle, andanend. Some
poorly presented lessonsarelike apiece of sausage and ended
only when time runs out, no matter where that might be.

Character Studies

The Bible affords us, not only a glimpse at God, but it also
allowsustotakeagood ook at ourselves. By studying people
welearn how to doit, or how not to do it (whichever the case
might be). The Bibleisfilled with heroesaswell asvillains.
They are there as an example. Remember Lots wife and
remember the widow with the two mites and learn.

Topical studies

Topical studieslend themselvesto the deductive approach of
study. Teachingisthe same no matter what method you used
todiscovertruth. A topical study isaword study that embraces
more than oneword. Once again keep it simple.

The Question

Thesimplest and most effectivemethod of teachingrequiresno
blackboard, electronicdevices, charts, graphsor displays. One
of themost useful and ancient methodsof teachingisby asking
aquestion. Thequestion setsthe student off searching for the
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answer. After aseason, they haveeither discoveredtheanswer
or demand an answer. The question and answer method isas
effective with one asit iswith one hundred.

The important thing is that we each share with others what
God showsus. Every Christianiscalled toteach. Itispart of
the Great Commission. Weareencouragedtotakethefruitwe
find upon every treein thisgarden. A faithful study of God's
word alwaysyieldsabountiful harvest.
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TheBibleisthegreatest treasuregiventoman. Itis"quick and
powerful and sharper than a two-edged sword.” No one has
fully plumbed itsdepths. 1t isagold mineand mother-load of
truth and wisdom that can never exhaust itsriches. TheBible
is dtill the bush that burns but is not consumed.

Somereligionsgather tovisit and worship at ablack stonesaid
to have fallen from heaven. Others have their tokens, and
spiritual relics. We havethe Bible, amiraculously given and
preserved collectionof God'sWords. | containsall weneedfor
faith and practice of faith.

We do not worship the Book. We worship the God of the
Book. Adam fellowshiped with God in the Garden. The
gardenisgone. TheJewsfellowshipedwith Godinthetemple.
Thetempleisgone. What isleftisaparadiseof words. Blessed
isthemanwhodaily visitswiththeLordinhisWordinthecool
of the day. Dedicate yourself to master the content of this
Book until it mastersyou.
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