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The purpose of this newsletter is to pass along information
and ideas to help the Lord's servants as they minister to
others. Feel free to use any of it in your ministry

What a Fellowship!

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us...” 1John
1:3a

We often hear talk about the “fellowship” when people
really meanthelocal church. Whenwebecomebornagain
we are automatically made part of adifferent and dynamic
fellowship. Many churchesarelooking for waysto attract
people to their fellowship in order to “build up” the local
body and pay close attention to the attendance tally which
they hang on the wall. They try to produce, plan, and
promote programsthat will beattractiveto various* special
interestgroups.” Everythingfrom Jazz-a-size, to somepop-
psychology video series given by video preachers (who
never notice if you are there or not anyway), to carnivals
(carnival means“flesh” by theway), and mother’ s day out
programs (where mothersleavetheir children with strang-
ers) which are called “ministries’ designed to meet the
needs of the “fellowship.” Some of these are great ideas.
Thereisonly one problem however. They al have nothing
todowithfellowship. If wewouldcontinuetoreadtheverse
in LJohnwewould seethat our fellowshipiswiththe Father
and with the Son and any “fellowship” we may have with
othersissimply theresidual effect of drawing closeto God.
It has nothing to do with us wanting to lose weight, or find
adate, or wanting peopleto feel great.

Sure, wewish that otherswould “ havefellowship with us”
but only in as much as we want others to have fellowship
with Him. As a matter of fact, “If we say we have
fellowshipwithhim, andwalk indarkness, welie, and donot
thetruth: Butif wewalk inthelight, asheisinthelight, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.”

Someone said that when God is not working we have to
make alot of oyster stew. | am afraid we sometimeswork
sohardat fellowshipdowninthefellowship hall that Godis
not even on the guest list, let alone ever missed.| |
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SHOULD THE PREACHER BE ORDAINED?

| only liketolistentoordained preachers. | dispisehavingtolisten
to those who are not. No preacher should preach before he is
ordained. | haveheardtoo muchbad preachingby menwhowere
not ordained. “ And he ordained twelve, that they should
be with him, and that he might send them forth to
preach.” Mk. 3:14. Many a preacher has failed
because he has forgotten the Order of Worship. He has
rushed out to preach without first being “withhim.” The
order isclear, the Lord desired that the twelve “ should
bewith him.” Our success dependsonthis. Itisfoolish
totry it any other way, besides, the preacher who is not
first “with him” doesn’t have anything to preach any-
way. Theonly ordinationthat countsistheonel getfrom
Him. “And he ordained twelve, that they should be
with him...” How much time | spend “with him” in
prayer and in the Word determines the effectivness and
outcome of my ministry. Thisisnot something that can
be measured by the number of smilesor number of miles
| travel. Nor canit bemeasured in soulsor goals. God is
the one who shall judge our work, as Paul says“ of what
sortitis.” If the preacher does not deliver God's Word,
hehasdelivered somethingless, and nothinglesswill do.
The Apostlesmade apromisefor every preacher in Acts
6:4. It isapromise we must keep. “ But we will give
ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry
of theword.” Paul put it another way in hisletter to the
Galatians:* To reveal his Son in me, that | might
preach him among the heathen; immediately | con-
ferred not with flesh and blood.” If we would know
His power we must find it in His presence.[l

Getting Ready

Before| rush into the World
Or faceaworld of sin

Or carry flagsof faith unfurled
First | must bewithHim




With Him

It's all about being “with Him.” We
say Christianity isnotareligion;itisa
relationship. If itisarelationship then
it isnecessary that we be “with Him.”
Nothing ismoreimportant than this.
Salvation, faith, and theNew Birth can
all be explained asthe description of a
relationship, our relationship “with
Him.” Sin, on the other hand, is
something that severs that relation-
ship. Itis some evil thing or act that
comes between God and me. The
Bibleisaspiritual bridge of wordsthat
callsasoul to cometo faith, by stand-
ing upon that very word of truth and
trusting that truth to be true. Thisis
another way of saying it will bring a
soul to God. TheBibleisacollection
of God’ swords. TheBibleistheWord
of God. Faithin God’' sword placesus
in aspecial spiritual relationship with
Him and that makes us complete or
whole.

Paul describes an unbeliever as some-
onewhoisintheworld“without God.”
That pretty much sumsit up. We are
either “with Him” or “without Him.”
Man'’s story beginsin a garden where
Adam and Eve were with Him. Then
Satan entered and sin came between
man and God. Man was cast out of
paradise and the relationship was bro-
ken. The history of manisasad story
of lifewithout God. Itisastory of life
without faith, without hope and with-
out love. Religionisman’ sattempt to
re-establisharelationshipwith God on
man’s terms. It is an attempt to re-
establish contact with a God “some-
where out there.” Cain killing Able
was the result of one sinner trying to
be more religious than another. Cain
was determined to "do it hisway." It
was religion over relationship. The
tower of Babel was man’s attempt to
get closer to the heavens without get-
ting closerto God. Andyetinthemidst
of all the chaos and confusion of a

humanity that had lost its way, there
were always individuals who had a
personal relationshipwiththe Almighty,
like Enoch for example. “And Enoch
walked with God: and he was not; for
God took him.” Look at that word
“with.” Everything depends on that.
Weareeither “with” Him or “without”
Him, and that decides the difference
between one man’s life story and
another’s.

Two thousand years ago the Word
came to this world in person. The
Word became flesh. Jesus Christ was
the Word of God incarnate. The New
Testament is the story of what hap-
pened to thisWord, what men did with
thisWord, how men treated thisWord.
Everything, let me repeat, Everything
depends on what we do with the Word
of God.

The Scriptures tell us that He (the
Word) came unto hisown, and hisown
received him not.” What men did to
the Word of God two thousand years
ago is outrageous, yet what men do
with the Word of God today isno less
so. What we do with the Word deter-
mineseverything. Somemenreceived
the Word, welcomed the Word, be-
lieved the Word, bowed down before
the Word, loved the Word, followed
the Word. Other men ignored the
Word, rejected the Word, or tried to
destroy the Word. What we do with
the Word divides the world in two.
Those on one side are “with Him,”
everyone elseis“without Him.”

God wantsto bewith us. That iswhat
Immanuel means"Godwithus." Grace
is God desiring to be with us. No
wonder we call it amazing. Faith, on
the other hand isusdesiring to be with
God. Some people don't want to be
with God, at least not now anyway.
Faith wants to be with him now and
forever.

Faithishow wearewith Him here, and

itisthrough faith that we will be with
Him there. There is no other way.
"For by grace (thisis God wanting to
be with us) are ye save through faith
(thisisuswantingto bewith God), and
that not of yourselves it is the gift of
God, not of workslest any man should
boast." Thisisarelationship.

| have noreal right to bein heaven on
my own. Should | try to walk through
itspearly gatesthe guardswould have
every right to stop me, except for one
thing. Y es, should someonetry to stop
me, | will say (and excuse me if this
soundsirreverant, | don't mean to be)
I will say, “I'mwithHim.” Everything
depends on this.

Toaworldthat rejectsthe Word, | am
someone who just is (as they would
say) “notwithit.” Well, | may not be
“withit” butitismoreimportant that |
am “with Him.” ]

Emmanuel

“For with God nothing shall
be impossible” Lk. 1:37

The secret of having your dreams
come true is to get your dreams
fromGod. Itisthe*With God” that
makesfor beautiful dreamsand that
insuresthat they will all cometrue.
InMary'swildest dreamsshewould
never imagined what God had
planned for her. Take God out of
your dreams and they may come
true, but what youwill end upwith
is anightmare. Inverse38 Mary
bows before God's Word. “beit
unto meaccordingtothy word.”
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