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The purpose of this newsletter is to pass along information
and ideas to help the Lord's servants as they minister to
others. Feel free to use any of it in your ministry.

House Calls

God still makeshousecalls. “My Houseshall becalledthe
house of prayer...” Jesus quotes Isaiah 56 as heflails his
scourge, and turns the tables over in the court of the
Gentiles. | am afraid it is too easy to turn faith into a
franchise. It seemsthechurchdoesvery littlepraying these
days. The church should be a prayer chamber, a house of
prayer. Itisoftenlost onthereader of this* cleansing of the
temple” incident that Jesus drove out thosewho “ sold” and
thosewho* bought.” What areour churches “selling” these
days? Tetzel sold indulgences until Luther becameindig-
nant. Tetzel led peopletobelievethat apapal pardon, bought
for aprice, coulddeflect God’ swrathand providethemwith
forgiveness of sins. Wearein danger of “selling” people
abill of goodswhen we preach aforgivenessthat needsno
repentance, and agrace that shows not trace of transforma-
tion. Wetoo often becomeindulgent to sinwhenweshould
becomeindignant.

Jesusdroveout thosewhowere* selling.” Healsodroveout
those who were “buying.” People are buying cheep jacks
thesedays. Satan has somehow manufactured “ knock of f”
productsthat imitate genuinearticles. Tetzel, at least, gave
his customers an actual written document- worthless as it
was- it could be held, or mounted or framed. He sold them
something. Today some churches assure people that a
simple “profession” isas good as “ possession” and many
think they have something whenin fact they have nothing.
Where is Luther when we need him?

The court of the Gentiles was filled with animals. 1t was
filled with merchandise. It should have been filled with
souls. TheTemplewasfilledwithlivestock. It wasturned
into astockyard and a stock market. Religion became big
business. AlthoughitwasGod’ shouse, it seemsHewasnot
at home. The courtyard wasfilled with“religious’ people
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whowerevery busy carryingon*businessasusual.” Even
the best churches need to be careful not to stray from the
original mission and mandate of the ministry. How much
real praying rises up from our assemblies? | believe that
God still makes"housecalls," especially whenthosecalls
are coming from a house of prayer.

Avoid Vain Repetition.

We all do well to keep our prayer life and our prayers
freshand current. | would no moreread prayersfrom the
Common Book of Prayer asto pray so many Our Fathers
or asingle Hail Mary in order to have my way with God.
Yet it seems that Jabez has become very popular these
daysandmillionsarelaunching mimeograph copiesof this
magnificent prayer toward heaven. Thisfamous* Son of
Sorrow” knew God was listening, but had no ideathat so
many would not only eaves drop, but borrow his exact
words(1Chron. 4:10). Now, | amfor anythingthat will get
usonour knees. If thisgetsmore men into their prayer
closets, | amall for it, butlet’ sbecareful of vainrepetition.
Whilereal prayerisamystery, itisnot magic. Thereisno
"Open Sesime” for theprayer warrior. A stolenprayer can
easily becomestale. Remember, praying by roteiswrong,
not right and rites are wrong , aright? Watch out, vain
repetition can make our prayers dull and void.

OFF TRACK BETTING

Often times, when | failed to pray

| then chose instead to fret

And found myself soon forced to pay
When | placed some losing bet

Now in prayer | seek to know
What--Hiswill, Histruth, Hisgrace
As to win, to place, to show
Triplecrown when God'sFirst Place




Closet Christians

Prayer islifting up our soul to God.
Sometimes we lift it as a broken thing,
(like achild) asking our Father tofix it.
Sometimes, we bring awounded spirit,
likeaskinnedknee, crying* spirit-tears,”
desiring God to make the pain go away.
Sometimes our spirit seems to be an
empty cup and weimplore God' sgrace
tofill it. Sometimesour cupisoverflow-
ing with gratitude for some gift or some
discovery we have made, and we must
thank God for it. Sometimesin prayer
our spiritssing asif insomeangelicchoir,
and at other timeswe groan when words
won't come. And yet to God, in those
times wearethemost eloquent. Prayer
islifting up our soul to God likeamariner
lifts a canvas hoping to catch a breeze
from heaven’'s wind as we are about
launch out into thedeep. Sometimeswe
lift our soul, and sometimes we set it
downlikeaspoil of war at theconqueror’s
feet. Sometimes we stoop to demon-
strate our meek submission, and some-
times, in prayer, westand amazedinHis
presence.  Sometimes our soul seeks
like a suppliant and speaks of what we
think to beaneed. Sometimeswearein
avalley, and sometimeson thetop of a
mountain. Sometimes we barely whis-
per and at other times we roar. Some-
timeswemoveour lipsand nonebut God
can hear the sound of our prayers.

No man is larger than his prayer-life.
And if prayer is the measure of our
spiritual selves, it explainswhy mencan
beso“small.” Nooneprayed morethan
Jesus, and no one seemed to need it less
than he. But thisis at the heart of the
happy and holy life: Prayer. When Jesus
began hispublicministry hewaspraying.
In the midst of that prayer the heaven’'s
opened, theHoly Spirit came down, and
theV oiceof Godwasheardsaying“ This
ismy beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased.” Before he broke bread or
raisedthedead, heprayed. Andwhenhe
took hislast breath in the earthly body,

the Savior prayed, “Father, into thy
hands| commend my spirit.”

Somehow prayer is used of God to fuse
usto himself. Somehow prayer enables
Godtouseusfor himself. Somehow the
prayers we exhale enables us to inhae
the breath of God without which the
spiritual lifecannot live. May welearnto
pray. May we learn to breathe. -

Public Prayers

| offer some unsolicited advice
about public praying. Public prayers:

Should be directed to God. Watch
those pronouns to see if someone is
aimingtoolow. Therehavebeentimesl
was not sure if a brother was trying to
speak to God or trying to speak to me.
Some have a tendency to start praying
and end preaching. Prayers should not
be directed to the congregation.

Should be short. Some pray from
Genesis to Revelation. Save the long
onesfor when you are alone with God.

Should be specific. “Dear Lord, bless
the missionaries’ isshort on particulars.
It seemsto demonstratealack of interest
aswell asalack of luster.

Should be sensitive to the situation.
Think of why we are gathered and why
are we praying.

Should beSpiritual. Thatisthey should
be prayed in the Spirit aswell asin the
right spirit. Someprayersarelittiemore
than gossip about who hasgallstones, and
who'’s on their way to Hawaii for vaca-
tion. Althoughtouching many practical,
common and ordinary things, the real
intent of real prayer should be aspiritual
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Lord,| AmThyKingdom

Lord, | anthy Kingdom!
Into Thy kingdom come.
| bow before the Father,
the Spirit and the Son

| bend my knee and neck to Thee,
and surrender all from seeto see
And things unseen by all but Thee
| yield to Thy great sovereignty.

Where self once dared to take Thy throne
| beg that Thou mightest sit alone
For only Thou dost have the right
to wear the Crown of glory bright.

Letit beknown, God sWordisLaw;
And against all wrong Hewill wagewar
Andevil Hewill driveaway
AslyieldtoHim, and as| pray.

| am Thy Kingdom, and Thou the King!
Thou hast conquered and a Peace doth
bring.

Not by legions or with men of war

But with gentle knock on my heart's door

Thou waitest for my will to open
And unbarricade the way
My once crucified Lord has spoken

It is mine but to obey.
_

(I am not "the" Kingdom, only "a"
kingdom,and a Itiile kingdom at that..
Until he sets up his eternal throne, may
our hearts be his welcome home. That
Israel shall in God's future hold a special
place should not preclude us now from
hisrule of grace. Heistherightful King
of my body, soul, and everything. And
may every surrendered life fall in line and
pay him homage --this Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ Divine.)
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